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The Study on Status Quo of Gifted
Education of Public Junior High Schools in
Taichung City

Bin Lin
Assistant Professor,
Department of Education, National University of Tainan
Pin-Hua Tung
Teacher,

Taichung Municipal Han-Kou Junior High School

Abstract
The aims of the study were to explore the status quo of gifted

education in public junior high schools in Taichung City and to provide
the improvement suggestions.The personnel of the gifted education
service in Taichung public junior high schools were taken as subjects,
and, census questionnaire was adopted as the research method through
self-made questionnaire. 204 from 208 samples (including 19 gifted
education administrators and 189 gifted education teachers) were valid.
The main findings were as follows:
1. The gifted classes were mainly set up in large-scale schools.
2. The pressure from educational competition and the limitations
of course arrangement restrained the implementation of gifted
education.



{af
e
i

o

PO~ FE AT ERERBE TR T 3

3. Gifted classes teachers had high demand for teaching
materials and further education.

4. Qualified teachers for gifted education were insufficient.

5. System of norms and resource input were two primary aspects
to improve the status of gifted education in public junior high
schools in Taichung City.

Keywords: gifted education, public junior high schools,
resource input
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A Study of the Relationship about
Perceived social support, Self-directed
Learning Ability and Self-efficacy for

Female Immigrants

Bau-Chan Huang
Teacher, Kaohsiung Municipal Shin Yi Primary School
Ching-Jung Ho
Professor, Graduate Institute of Adult Education,

National Kaohsiung Normal University

Abstract

This reseach was to investigate the relationship about social
support, self-directed learning ability and self-efficacy of the female
immgrants. The reseach recruited 470 female immigrants living in
Kaohsiung by convenience sampling to survey. There were 399 valid
questionnaires responsed. The data were analyzed with descriptive
statistics, Pearson correlation, and multiple regression. Results were as
follows: First, the perceived social support of female immigrants was
moderate, and their self-directed learning ability and self-efficacy were
better than moderate. Second, husband was the main source of social
support for female immigrants, and the weak ties become
important. Third, there were moderate correlations between
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self-directed learning ability and the effort factor of self-efficacy. Forth,
social support of the female immgrants have influence on their
self-efficacy by the ability of seeking learn resources. At last, according
above results, the study provided some suggestions for improving the
self-efficacy of the female immgrants and the later study.

Keywords: Female immigrants, Social support, Self-directed
learning ability, Self-efficacy
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(2010) #HR[E L NAYSHHAE B BT RE L TAE T Rs[E B
SHEATER 5 PRERDH (2006) ARSE S BT E A m 1O
EERZMERBSSEE Y HE  BEZRST T (R R bRV ERTE L
RN % BA1 A5 R EEE T 2 BUE St A B ~ 1+
FHGEHSCRPARR - I - 5T B & B R AR5
TR NG S - BB B BRI -
(2) pAESEY & Aoy b Rz PP
GrefHRAHIT - BB PRETRY T AeE L SHEED
BRI EE - A5 E B IREREERE T8 E e
BB - B 2 E RS - AR A AR R A
TEMI 113 (Z557% » 2011 ; Basereh & Pishker, 2016; Lew &
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Agriculutre Education:a case study on
reducing kitchen waste and conserving
resources

Chih-Hsing Lin
Wufeng, Taichung City Elementary School Teacher /
Ph.D, Department of Education,
National Taichung University of Education
Ron-Gjin Chen
Wufeng, Taichung City Elementary School Principal /
Master of Environmental Education Institute,

National Taichung University of Education

Abstract
Food and agriculture education include such themes as diet

education, nutrition education and experiential farming. This research
employs action research on a class of 26 six graders, lasting eight
weeks. The aim of this research is to focus on helathy diets, convserve
food resources, and reduce lunch waste through food and agriculture
education. The findings are as follows:

1.Understanding students’ food preferences and introducing basic

food knowledge can help reduce kitchen waste.
2.Reducing snacks contriubte to better appetite for lunch.
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3.Sketching vegetables can lead to students’ prefeferneces for
those veggies.

4.Experiential farming is a great way for leanring by doing.

The findings have the following implications.

1.Inclusion of food and agrilculture education in the curriculum
can help students’ prefernce for vegitables.

2.Seminars on children’s diet can be held on Parents’ Day.

3.Hosting campus wise competitions for veggie sketches can
enhance students’ affinity for vegitables.

4.To develop food and agriculture education, schools can form
stratetic alliences with other school in the neighboring regions.

Keywords: food and agriculture education, kitchen waste,
case study
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Code-Switching Among Adolescents in
School Community—A Sociolinguistic
Perspective

Tsung-Pin Chen
Doctoral Student, Graduate Institute of Education,

National Chung Cheng University

Abstract
Code-switching (CS) and code-mixing (CM) are prevalent

language phenomenon in a multilingual society like Taiwan. The major
concerns of the present study are the contextual factors and the
sociolinguistic implications of these language strategies in adolescent
speech within school community, code-switching in particular. In this
study, the researcher adopted a qualitative methodology to investigate
CS between Mandarin Chinese and Southern Min among adolescents in
the school community. Following the questionnaire, field research, and
focusing group interviews are three findings. 1) The identified
contextual factors or sociolinguistic functions that contribute to CS are:
emphasis, interjection, fixed/formulaic expressions, direct quotation,
and accommodation. 2) Adolescents’ idiosyncratic way of speech
accounts for their CS in school context. 3) Adolescents’ attitude
towards CS between Mandarin Chinese and Southern Min is
ambivalent. In order to preserve bilingual proficiency among the
younger generation, language planning and language proficiency
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certification should be considered. Lastly, the study concludes with
some suggestions for future research in CS, including cultural identity,

language attitude, and community solidarity.

Keywords: code-switching, contextual factors, school
community, sociolinguistics
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1. Introduction

Code-switching and Code-mixing are broadly explored in
sociolinguistics and other related fields such as formal linguistics,
psycholinguistics, and anthropology. Given the intense concern from
interdisciplinary perspectives, there does not seem to be a generally
agreed upon definition of these two terms. Numerous studies have
attempted to define code-switching and code-mixing, such as
Greenfield (1972), Hymes (1974), Sankoff (1980), Gumperz (1982),
Amuda (1989), De Fina (2007), and so on. With vigorous studies,
though, code-switching and code-mixing are often hard to be
distinguished from each other. As a general rule, code-switching
usually involves language choice of speakers who are capable of using
two or more languages and is known as inter-sentential switching
(Setati, 1998). Code-mixing occurs when pieces of one language are
used while a speaker’s native language is another language (Fasold,
1987), also known as intra-sentential switching (Nieman, 2006;
Omidire, 2009).

Compared with code-switching, where there is alternation
involving two or more languages in a stretch of discourse, code-mixing
tends to attract negative association for its emphasis on mixing, which
is often indicative of a hybridization of languages. Either kind of code
variation inevitably entails sociolinguistic connotation in different
domains and can thus be referred to as a linguistic strategy. For
example, speakers may assert ethnicity through mother tongue and
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switch to another language to demonstrate their intelligence. Other
implications of code-switching and code-mixing include intra-group
identity (Gumperz, 1982), poetic creativity (Kachru, 1989), and above
all, an indication of globalization. As expected, bilingualism is most
directly related to code-switching or code-mixing. Nevertheless,
code-switching or code-mixing also exist in monolingual society as a
result of modernization and globalization.

The case in Taiwan is somehow more complicated in that several
local dialects are underscored and foregrounded by language policies
over the past few decades. In the language context in Taiwan, a
majority of citizens are mainly exposed to Mandarin Chinese. As its
official language, Mandarin Chinese also serves as the primary means
of communication in daily lives and means of instruction in school
institutions. Other than Mandarin Chinese, some citizens are brought up
with access to their mother tongues, such as Southern Min or Hakka.
Meanwhile, most citizens in Taiwan are exposed to English language in
EFL (English as a Foreign Language) curriculum for several years.
Such being the complicated language context which involves diverse
language codes, language users bear a strong likelihood of engaging in
code-switching and code-mixing. This article contributes to
investigating the sociolinguistic connotation of code-switching and
code-mixing in adolescence at school community. Specifically, the
research questions to be investigated in this study are:
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(1) What are the contextual factors® that contribute to the use of
code-switching among adolescents in school context?

(2) What are the sociolinguistic implications of adolescents’
code-switching phenomenon in school community?

2. Previous Studies

2.1 Code-switching and Code-mixing

There has been substantial amount of investigation of
code-switching (CS) and code-mixing (CM) over the past decades.
Various aspects of CS are extensively examined, including Eastman
(1990), Milroy and Muysken (1995, 2000), Auer (1998), Dolitsky
(2000), Myers-Scotton (1992, 2003), Li Wei (2005), Ge (2007), and Su
(2009). The abundant academic research does not lead to a unified
terminology. Rather, the definition of these terms has been
controversial every now and then. Particularly at issue would be the
distinction between CS and borrowing (Romaine, 1989; Myers-Scotton,
1992). There is a good reason for the fine line between these two
expressions. Single-word loans are, in many cases, the most prevalent
kind of CS. And within single words, nouns are the most likely to be
borrowed (Poplack, Sankoff, and Miller, 1988). According to Aitchison

! Contextual factors are the causes that influence language users’ naturally occurring
utterances in a given speech context. They can be linguistic (e.g. lexicon, utterance,
rhetoric) or non-linguistic (e.g. social status, cultural background), both of which are
of significance in the interpretation and understanding of language use. In this study,
contextual factors of CS are investigated from a sociolinguistic perspective.
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(2000), nouns are much freer from syntactic constraints than all the
other word-classes. Furthermore, single-word loans are the most
prevalent type of CS because language users have better access to them,
regardless of their proficiency level in the target language. For the sake
of unity, the present article will stick to CS, while borrowing is
confined to loanwords from a different language and in many cases
have become part of the lexicon.

On the other hand, code-switching and code-mixing are usually
differentiated in terms of sentential boundary. A constantly quoted
defining remark of CS by Gumperz (1982) views it as “the
juxtaposition within the same speech exchange of passages of speech
belonging to two different grammatical systems or subsystems” (p. 59).
To put it differently, CS occurs when a bilingual speaker alternates
between two codes or varieties, according to the circumstances.
Slightly different from CS, CM refers to the combination of diverse
linguistic units such as affixes, words, or phrases from two separate
language codes in a single utterance (Muysken, 2000; Bokamba, 1989).
As a general rule, CS is the switching/alternation between sentences
and CM is mixing that occurs within sentences.

Both CS and CM involve code. In a linguistic sense, code is used
to refer to language, variety of a certain language or even a dialect. The
present study treats Southern Min and Mandarin Chinese as two
separate language systems. There is a widely accepted belief that the
former is one of the many local dialects under the general category of
the latter, which is somehow misleading. A dialect is a sub-system of a
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standard language code and can be understood by speakers of the
standard language. In the case of Southern Min, it can be labeled as a
mere nonstandard native language of this speech community. For those
who exclusively speak Mandarin Chinese, though, they tend to have a
hard time comprehending Southern Min. The same is true of Hakka,
which can hardly be understood by those who speak Mandarin Chinese
or Southern Min only. Southern Min and Hakka, according to the
typologies devised by Stewart (1962) and Ferguson (1966), can be
viewed as regional vernaculars at most.

Dealing with the use of more than one language or dialect in the
same conversation or utterance by bilingual people, studies or
approaches of CS come in three general facets (Gardner-Chloros, 2009):
A) sociolinguistic/ethnographic approaches of CS contexts, which
constitute a majority of CS research, B) pragmatic/conversation
analytic tendency concerning the meaning of CS in conversations, and
C) grammatical analyses focusing on the underlying rules of CS.
Taking the sociolinguistic perspective to understand how language is
produced to serve specific social requirement of individuals, the present
study exhibits the sociolinguistic description from previous studies in
the next section.

2.2 A Sociolinguistic Perspective

2.2.1 Gumperz’s Defining Convention on CS
Some of the earliest classic studies concerning CS were
conducted by Gumperz (1976, 1982), who suggests that language
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mixing is far from a deficit and should never be stigmatized. His
studies on CS help establish two influential concepts: the ideas of
we-code vs. they-code, and the distinction between situational and
conversational/metaphorical CS. Concerning the *“we-code” vs.
“they-code” distinction, Gumperz claims that ethnically specific
minority serves as a “we-code,” which is confined to in-group and
casual occasions. On the other hand, the majority language tends to be
view as “they-code,” which is related to more formal and out-group
activities. The differentiation between the two codes leads us to
believe that CS is an act of exhibiting one’s identity (Gal, 1979;
Myers-Scotton, 1993; Li Wei, 2002).

Gumperz also regards CS as a consequence of diglossia and
suggests that situational CS occurs when interlocutors manage to
redefine each other’s obligations, thus assuming a self-evident
connection with social context, language code, and individual choice.
Conversational CS occurs without any of the above-mentioned factors.
Independent of the external driving forces, conversational CS is mostly
motivated by changes of topic rather than by social situations. When it
Is intended to evoke connotations or the metaphorical world of the
language variety, conversational CS is also referred to as metaphorical
CS.

To sum up, the social meaning of CS, in Gumperz’s analytical
framework, is embedded in and propelled by interpersonal relations,
and is thus locally negotiated.
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2.2.2 Bourdieu’s Linguistic Theory

When language is taken as a cultural and symbolic asset which
guarantees better socioeconomic opportunities for its users or learners,
two key concepts come under consideration: habitus and symbolic
capital (Bourdieu, 1991). The essence of habitus consists in one’s
complex system of dispositions to behave in certain manners, which
accounts for one’s perceptions and practices and is usually based on the
environment where one has been nurtured. The dispositions within
individuals are well-structured and long-lasting. They are structured as
they correspond to the social contexts where they are acquired; they are
long-lasting because they are embedded in and based on one’s life
experience.

Symbolic capital refers to the product of one’s linguistic
competence, i.e. the reputation which is accumulated through one’s
linguistic practices with language user’s position in a specific social
situation. The capitals are of diverse forms: economic, cultural, and
social. In Bourdieu’s theory of practice, the links between how
someone acts and the interests that he or she pursues are self-evident.
By the same token, the correlation between one’s utterances and the
specific contexts are well-defined. The social contexts where the
linguistic utterances are produced, in Bourdieu’s term, are linguistic
markets. Due to the fact that the social context provides a linguistic
output with a specific value, one’s linguistic socialization may require
the knowledge of perceiving the appropriate time and place to produce
utterances which are catering to the contexts/markets. The internal
binding forces of one’s language choice, according to Bourdieu (1977),
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result from the speaker’s appraisal of the contextual clues and the
general expectation of his or her potential response derived from the
utterances. It is not the language or utterances that exhibit power.
Rather, it is the speakers of a certain language system that endow power
or value to the language that they use. All utterances that one produces,
in a sense, are either consciously or subconsciously processed and
pondered by the speaker as well as the listener. One’s linguistic
performance is highly reflexive of the social context where the speaker
is located. And on the other hand, a social context is composed of the
speaker’s linguistic utterances and the listeners’ interpretation of them.
When scrutinized by Bourdieu’s technical terms of habitus and
symbolic power, CS plays a far more significant part in interpersonal
interaction than the interlocutors might imagine. The conception of
habitus and symbolic power lead us to believe that CS serves as a
linguistic strategy for language users to assert their habitus and ensure
the advantages in the linguistic market where they are situated. For
example, in the multilingual context of Taiwan, when language users
switch from Mandarin to English, chances are that they are wielding
their symbolic power to their interlocutors, namely, they display a
command of one more prestigious language than their interlocutors do.
On the other hand, when language users switch from Mandarin to
Southern Min, Hakka, or aboriginal language, they are probably
proclaiming their ethnic identity or demonstrating their political
aptitude to their audience. On top of that, many language users are
accustomed to incorporating Japanese loanwords in their speech, which
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implies their craze for the exotic Asian culture. Regardless of the target
language of CS in Taiwan, the sociological implication that connotes
language users’ symbolic capital deserves further research.

2.2.3 Sociolinguistic Functions of CS

According to Gumperz (1982), the discourse functions that CS
serves are 1) quotation, 2) addressee specification, 3) interjection, 4)
reiteration, 5) message qualification, and 6) personalization vs.
objectivization. Quotation refers to switching of someone else's
utterance as direct quotation or reported speech. Addressee
specification is meant to specify one particular person among a group
of addressees. Interjection of CS serves as sentence fillers, like the
English filler “you know.” Reiteration arises from the need to repeat
one's message in another code to make clear what is said. Message
qualification is the elaboration of a preceding utterance. Personalization
vs. objectivization denotes the degree of language user's involvement.
Most of the above-mentioned functions of CS can be observed through
not only lexical manipulation but also prosodic features or gestures,
which suggests that CS is a flexible sociolinguistic strategy readily
available by language users, particularly those who have a good
command of more than one language.

Slightly different from Gumperz’s typology, Montes-Alcala (2001,
2005) provided a revised version of CS functions by adopting a
naturalistic approach. In the researcher’s pragmatic-oriented typology,
the functions of CS are 1) direct quotes, 2) emphasis, 3) parentheticals,
4) clarification/elaboration, and 5) fixed or formulaic phrases.
Although taken from personal journals and emails, these functions are
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still worth mentioning here. The need for direct quotes CS is
straightforward, which corresponds with quotation proposed by
Gumperz. CS may also arise from the speaker’s or writer’s intention to
emphasize one’s utterance. Parentheticals occurs when what is being
uttered needs to be explained or qualified, which is similar to message
qualification suggested by Gumperz. When further details or additional
information is required, the speaker or writer may resort to clarification
function. Lastly, some formulaic expressions are just incapable of being
uttered in a dominant language code and thus can only be successfully
articulated by using another code, which accounts for the last CS
function of fixed or formulaic phrases.

2.3 CS in Bilingual Children at School Community

In educational institutions worldwide, particularly those of
bilingual education, there is a growing tendency to adopt English as the
language of instruction. Such adoption aims at enhancing the
competitiveness of language learners in a globalized market. In view of
this, CS becomes a prevalent phenomenon in the classroom and
therefore a prominent strategy at the students’ as well as the instructors’
disposal. And more often than not, it is the instructors who have greater
control over CS in the classroom context, where they are embedded
with authoritative power and display better bilingual fluency of two or
more language codes which are accompanied with diverse robust
cultural capitals. With the instructor-dominated CS in school, the need
for CS among learners is likely to be conditioned by the typical IRF
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pattern  (Initiation-Response-Feedback). That is, the instructor
initiates/raises questions, the learner responds to/answers the questions,
and the instructor provides positive or negative feedback. Studies
related to CS within school context are as what follows.

In her descriptive study of a bilingual classroom in New York City,
Zentella (1981) identified the language codes that the instructors and
the learners adopted, which were closely related to their language
competence. Choice of language code is one of the concerns in
studying CS in classroom. In addition to this facet, some research is
devoted to the political discourse of CS in classroom, usually from a
wider perspective of political or historical background. CS, from the
standpoint of language ideologies, is representative of differentiated
power relations between monolingual speakers and bilingual speakers.
With such assumption in mind, the focus of attention still consists in
instructors as well as learners’ discursive discourse practice, which
plays a major role in the legitimacy of the value of a language that was
chosen (Martin-Jones & Heller, 1996), one of the researchers was
Heller (1992, 1996, 2003), who investigated the competing discourses
in Canadian schools. She found that CS was strategically used by
learners to display their collaborative or resistant inclination when
faced with school’s policy of monolingualism. With respect to CS
functions from teacher’s point of view, Ferguson (2003) identified three
main categories: 1) CS for curriculum access/task-oriented, 2) CS for
classroom management discourse/management-oriented, and 3) CS for
interpersonal relations/social strategies. When an instructor manages
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to ensure that the learner understands the subject matter or help achieve
the understanding of the course content, he or she aims at the first
category. And the second category targets at all matters related to
classroom management, such as motivating or disciplining, which may
facilitate the direction or progression of classroom talk. The last
category of CS tries to “humanize the affective climate of the
classroom and to negotiate different identities” (p. 39), maintaining
collectivistic cohesiveness and affecting self-presentation.

2.4 CS in Chinese-Speaking Speech Community

CS studies on Chinese speakers at educational context show a
tendency to focus on language educational aspect and investigate CS in
educational context. For example, Li (2008) investigated CS in Hong
Kong inside and outside classroom, and he found that CS between
Chinese/Cantonese and English was an inevitable phenomenon that
deserves positive recognition from its authorities concerned. He also
suggested that, instead of refraining from CS in classroom lectures,
language teachers should adopt CS as an effective approach in language
teaching so as to generate comprehensive input and enhance learning
quality for language learners. By the same token, TIUN (2016) also
placed considerable emphasis on the role of one’s mother tongue and
the various functions of CS in language education. Proponents of
bilingual education prior to TIUN preferred language teachers to stick
to the target language, and the use of one’s first language should be
prohibited. However, TIUN provided a different perspective for the role
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of CS in language learning. The use of language learners’ mother
tongue as a beneficial form of CS ought to be encouraged for the
purpose of bridging the gap between first language and target language.

Since CS is the practice of choosing or altering linguistic elements
for the purpose of contextualizing talk in interpersonal interaction,
researchers are supposed to focus on the discourse strategies of CS
among learners. The above-mentioned studies concerning CS in school
context center their attention on the utterances within class and
involved language learners as the subjects. Few studies take an
academic apporach to learners’ casual discourse per se. As a matter of
fact, the CS phenomenon in spontaneous speech context should receive
equal attention, due to the fact that naturally occurring CS can provide
even more informative inspiration in sociolinguistic field. In view of
the deficiency and necessity, the present study is expected to shed some
light on the learner-dominated CS in their natural utterances in school
context.

3. Methodology

This section of research design describes the participant background,
the procedure of data collection, the transcription of recorded data, the
analytical framework, and lastly, the analysis of data.

3.1 Participants

In the present study, ten participants were included in focusing
group interview, all of whom were deliberately chosen from two
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separate classes at a public senior high school in central Taiwan. They
were divided into two groups; both were composed of five
eleventh-graders, aged sixteen or seventeen. In each group were two
girls and three boys2. The chosen girls, according to their homeroom
teacher, were on intimate terms, so they were more likely to feel at ease
during focusing group interview. The same was true for the boys who
participated in focusing group interview. A brief survey of their
language background indicated that all the participants spoke Mandarin
Chinese as a primary means of communication and received formal
education with the language as a medium of instruction. Concerning
access to local language, they had either learned Southern Min as an
indigenous dialect at primary school for a few years or been exposed to
Southern Min for more than ten years. The immersion of the local
language ensured that these adolescent participants would have little
difficulty comprehending the local language. More importantly, most of
the participants spoke Southern Min with their folks at home or in the
neighborhood and were reported to have used Southern Min still more
often than their peers did in school. Above all, these participants were
selected from the large classes consisting of over forty students because
Southern Min were heard and recognized by their fellow classmates in
their utterances every now and then. With regard to foreign language,
all the participants have studied English for a period of eight to twelve

2 The participants for the present study were composed of both genders because it
was assumed that gender difference played a major part in CS. According to Chi
(2008), males were more inclined to switch from Chinese to Southern Min in their
speech than females did.
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years, which partially accounted for their double peaking proficiency
levels. With various level of English proficiency, though, the
participants needed not use English in any language context, except for
taking the written exams.

3.2 Data Collection

Before collecting language data, the researcher requested two
homeroom teachers’ and their students’ consent first. Then the
researcher entered the classrooms and explained the purpose and data
collection procedure of the present study. The data collection involved
three phases. In the first stage, a questionnaire was devised by the
researcher to examine participants’ language background, their
language proficiency, their learning background of different language
codes, the languages that they had been exposed to in their daily lives,
the potential language contexts where different language codes were
required, and their language behavior in different situations. After
having participants fill out the questionnaire, the researcher could
ascertain the language background information of all the participants,
and continued the second stage of data collection. In the second stage,
the researcher stayed in two classrooms for five consecutive break
sessions in a single day, each of which lasted for ten minutes. The
discourses among the participants were tape-recorded by the researcher.
The researcher’s presence might have affected the adolescents’
linguistic performance. Nevertheless, after the first few minutes of a
single break, according to the researcher’s observation and the
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participants’ feedback afterward, these adolescents had become
accustomed to the recording procedure and felt at ease with the
researcher’s as well as the tape recorder’s presence, which was hidden
and invisible to all participants. The final phase of data collection took
place after the conversations in break sessions were transcribed. With
the transcripts at hand, the researcher adopted qualitative approach of
focusing group interview. Based on the background information
gleaned from the questionnaire in stage one and the transcripts derived
from their talks in stage two, the researcher would pick out ten
participants and divided them into two groups, with five members in
each. To make each group as collaborative as possible throughout the
interview, each participant was allowed to choose the partners to form
two focusing groups. Within both groups, it was reported that more
than half of the participants would speak Southern Min with their
family members. The focusing group interviews were roughly thirty
minutes in duration and were held in one of the classrooms on campus
after school. Two sessions of interviews were conducted by the
researcher a few days after the recordings were completed. All the
interviews were recorded with all participants’ permission.

The language codes which are scrutinized in this study are mainly
Mandarin Chinese and Southern Min. Other language codes, if
identified by any participant, would be considered as well. It is crucial
to describe the socio-political background in and around the campus.
Mandarin Chinese is the only official language across the island.
Regarding other language codes, nearly all students in the school
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community could understand Southern Min, which is also the mother
tongue of a majority of students there. Few of the participants were of
Hakka or aboriginal background. The amount of CS was not related to
age or gender. Rather, CS among the students was related to individual
choice. Some students did CS to a noticeable extent, while others
seldom did so.

3.3 Transcription

After the recording sessions of the five break sessions and the
focusing group interviews, the recordings were transcribed by the
researcher and double-checked by the participants. In checking the
speech recording transcripts, the participants managed to recollect
verbatim transcript, while the researcher attended not only to the
word-for-word utterances but also to the conversational analysis
conventions, such as intonation, overlapping, repetition, clarification,
self-repair, interruption, and so on.

Each participant was represented with a capitalized English letter,
from A to E in focusing group one, and from F to J in focusing group
two. The five breaks between periods are numbered with 1, 11, 11, 1V,
and V. Each utterance, when presented in the forthcoming section
below, is like: (B, I, 1), which means the utterance was produced by
participant B in the first break of the day and was further confirmed in
focusing group one’s interview.

With respect to the Southern Min spelling in the transcript, this
study adopted Taiwanese Roman Pinyin system, which was devised and
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recognized by Ministry of Education and has been widely used in
linguistic studies related to Southern Min. The Taiwanese Roman
Pinyin system indicates not only the spelling of Southern Min
characters but also their eight tones, which are represented by Arabic
number after each of the spelled characters in the following examples.

3.4 Data Analysis

The analytical framework for the present study is tentative in the
very beginning. After data collection in the first phase, all the
utterances containing CS were identified in the first place. With all the
utterances collected and calculated, it is found that the number of CS
was relatively small. Based on all the CS cases produced by the
students, some categories of CS’s sociolinguistic functions could be
identified and ascertained. The sociolinguistic functions of these CS
utterances are further confirmed and corroborated by the results derived
from focusing group interviews in the third stage of data collection. All
in all, five distinctive functions were identified from the participants’
CS utterances, as the following sections suggest.

3.4.1 Emphasis

All participants unanimously agreed that emphasis is the first and
foremost function for CS from Mandarin Chinese to Southern Min in
classrooms. The intonation and contexts of their CS utterances also
support such claim. When special importance is given to an utterance, it
is produced at a higher volume or a higher pitch. The emphasis of such
function aims at promoting authority or legitimacy of the speaker.
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Examples are:

(1) Pik8 tshihl (Idiot!) (A, I, D)/(A, I, )/(A, IV, 1)/(D, 11, 1),

(2) Mai2 tsha2 la3 (Silence!) (C, V, 1)/ (F, 11, 2),

(3) Lil khah2 tsing2 kingl leh3 (You be more serious!) (H, I, 2).

Speaking Southern Min is thought to be more powerful and
compelling, i.e. displaying more stress, in interlocutors’ viewpoint. In
their opinion, speakers use Southern Min when he or she intends to
assert personal perspective and to arouse hearer’s attention. The CS
utterances in this category can be neutral or negative in their
connotation. When CS utterance with negative connotation was
expressed, the language user was thought to have managed to get the
upper hand in the oral interaction, for example, by calling their peers
names.

3.4.2 Interjection

The second sociolinguistic function of CS in school context
consists in interjection, displaying speaker’s pain, shock, or pleasure.
Some high-frequency Southern Min terms in students’ daily
conversation are associated with dirty words. Examples are:

(4) Tshong2 sannl siau5 la3 (What are you fucking doing?) (A, V,

DI(F, IV, 2)/(G, 11, 2),
(5) Khau2 (Darn!) (A, IV, D)/(A, V, D)I(C, 11, 1)/(D, IV,1)/(F, II,
2)/(1, 11, 2).

(6) Kan2 (Fuck!) (B, I, 1)/(D, I, 1)/(E, IV, 1)/(J, 11, 2)

Dirty words or taboo words, often bearing a strong connection
with masculinity in interpersonal interaction, are frequently used by
these young adolescents, boys and girls alike. In sociolinguistic
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convention, dirty words are sometimes categorized as a specific type of
jargon and are evocative of a macho speaking style. Interestingly, the
vulgar language expressions are not confined to male adolescents.
During the break sessions of both groups of participants, both male and
female adolescents were found to have produced expressions like (4),
(5) and (6), even in the presence of the researcher.
3.4.3 Fixed/Formulaic Phrases

Fixed or formulaic phrases tend to be holistic noun phrases,
idioms or phrases that are constantly and independently used by the
speakers. Several examples of formulaic expressions are taken from
lunch breaks when participants referred to the dishes or fruit on that day.
Examples of fixed/formulaic expressions are:

(7) Phong3-ko2 (Apple.) (G, 1V, 2),

(8) Chi Ong7-lai2 (Eat pineapple.) (H, V, 2).

(9) Nai2-al-neil (How could this be/happen?) (C, Ill, 1)

Formulaic expressions are different from examples of emphasis
and interjection in that the characters within formulaic expressions
cannot be taken apart or interpreted individually. They are often
accompanied with a sense of jest, namely, in a joking style. As a
formulaic expression, it is usually nothing new and far from being
interesting.

3.4.4 Direct Quotation

As a rule, quotation refers to a sentence or phrase from books or
speeches, which is repeated in a speech or copied on a piece of writing
because it is interesting or amusing. The source of CS quotation in the
present study is slightly different from that of the study conducted by
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Montes-Alcala (2001, 2005). Here direct quotation refers to language
users’ singing pop Southern Min songs during the breaks in the
classroom. Participants played the music video with their smartphone,
which is a prevalent gadget among campus adolescents nowadays.
Singing pop Southern Min songs not only serves as a form of
entertainment among adolescents but is representative of what is called
Tai-ke>culture. Songs of Tai-ke musicians encompass a variety of styles,
including rocks, raps, love songs, and so on, all of which are widely
embraced by many adolescents in the school community.
3.4.5 Accommaodation

The last kind of CS, accommodation, is seldom observed in the
school community. Accommodation refers to the adjustments that
interlocutors do in communication (Manstead, 1991), when speakers
manage to emphasis or minimize the social difference from others
whom they are interacting with. According to the participants, there
IS one occasion that involves them in CS: when the interlocutors
speak a vernacular language. In other words, participants would
adapt their language code to the people that they are talking to. All
the participants in the focusing group interviews reported that they
spoke Southern Min with their parents or grandparents at home most
of the time. The frequency of switching to Southern Min in school

® In earlier days, Tai-ke used to be a derogatory expression referring to those native
Southern Min people. As time passes by, it is now regarded as a new indigenous
cultural pattern characterized by an “anti” mindset (Yeh, 2005). By clumsily copying
exotic culture and mixing with personal experience, Tai-ke culture also intends to
confront traditional values to prove its autonomy among rebellious adolescents (Lin,
2008).
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context is far lower than that at home. Due to the context-specific
property of accommodation, no examples are illustrated here.

4. Discussion

The rarity of CS leads us to believe that CS, when confined to the
school context, is a rare linguistic phenomenon that demonstrates
specific sociolinguistic strategies at a considerably low frequency. As
the examples in the previous section suggest, only five sociolinguistic
functions of CS were identified. The first sociolinguistic function of CS
in school context, emphasis, is to make a point or to highlight specific
elements in casual talk. When used for emphasizing, CS tends to
co-occur with paralinguistic features (McClure, 1981). The
above-mentioned examples of CS for emphasis also support the
assertion. The CS utterances were spoken often with emphatic tone or
at the end of the speaking turn. A majority of the emphasis CS aims at
chiding, reproaching, and drawing hearers’ attention. Since Southern
Min is seldom used in the school context, once uttered, this indigenous
language is often meant for placing emphasis on what is being said.

Comprehension of fixed expressions requires culturally specific
knowledge through contextualized practice. In our transcript and during
the break sessions, however, the formulaic expressions were reported to
have been widely accepted by nearly all the interlocutors, whether they
were the targeted receivers or not. That is to say, even those who spoke
little or no Southern Min had no difficulty understanding any CS
formulaic expressions that were intentionally produced in the school
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community. Abstruse or campus jargons seldom existed in the school
context and were never found in participants’ utterances. And there was
no need for participants to produce any culturally specific utterances to
achieve any sociolinguistic function.

On the other hand, the CS sociolinguistic functions of interjection,
direct quotation, and accommodation derived from the present study, as
they appeared, are meant for the maintenance of relationship and
cohesiveness (Tracy & Coupland, 1990). For many fluent bilinguals
exhibiting CS, one language variety is often used in formal situations,
while the other is used in informal ones. The same is partially true for
CS in the school context. Southern Min was seldom used in class,
according to the participants, unless the instructor initiated the CS
practice’. And CS from Mandarin Chinese to Southern Min in school
context is taken as a way of building solidarity among adolescent peers
during the breaks. Whether they were fluent in Southern Min or not, the
participants seemed to seek or display group identity by singing
Southern Min pop songs together. According to Auer (2005), hybrid
ways of speaking, which symbolize social identities and assert group
membership, “indexes different types of social membership” (p. 406).
These intentions are of particular prominence when participants
gathered in small groups and switched to singing Southern Min pop
songs. By singing together, they established a sense of belongingness.
Though they did not exclude any outsider, those who could not sing

* In one of the focusing group interviews, participants reported that their physics
teacher was the only person who would switch from Mandarin Chinese to Southern
Min when giving lectures. Even so, students had never responded in Southern Min.
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Southern Min songs often acted as bystanders and showed little interest
in joining them.

A majority of the students would not display CS in school context,
as is illustrated in the CS utterances in the transcript. Nevertheless,
when being asked about the status of their native language, Southern
Min, participants revealed an intense ambivalent complex. On the one
hand, they held a joking or jocular attitude towards the use of Southern
Min in school context, regarding it as a less prestigious language
variety when compared with Mandarin Chinese or English. In brooding
the contexts or occasions where they used Southern Min, participants
unanimously pointed to vulgar language or dirty words, intending to
intensify their stance or masculinity. On the other hand, they viewed
Southern Min as a precious cultural heritage that carried on the
responsibility of passing on traditional beliefs, norms, and values. In
their opinion, Southern Min had to coexist with Mandarin Chinese and
should never be abandoned by Southern Min local residents. Like most
local languages, Southern Min is exploited as a form of symbolic
capital to preserve their local identity (Wei, 2008; Chen, 2010).

Mandarin Chinese is the dominant national language in social
media, daily interaction and school curriculum in Taiwan. Before 1980s,
language planning on the island was indigenization-oriented. All the
minority languages, such as Southern Min, Hakka, and aboriginal
languages, had been suppressed and prohibited from public use. The
emancipation of language policies in the late 1980s endowed more
freedom to the use of indigenous dialects. But none of them is capable
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of getting the upper hand in the multi-linguistic market in any fields.
Until now, Mandarin Chinese remains the most powerful language code
on the island. As the consciousness of localism prospers, however,
more and more emphasis has been placed on the minority languages, or
dialects, as they are sometimes called. Take the compulsory education
of mother tongue in primary school as an example. All the participants
were reported to have had contacted regional dialect or mother tongue
for two to four years in primary school. The contact with the dialect
curriculum accounts for the fact that all the students are capable of
understanding Southern Min, whether they have CS or not.

With regard to the connection between bilingualism and symbolic
capital (Bourdieu, 1991) that is accompanied by one’s linguistic
competence, mastery of any local dialect does not seem to enhance
one’s symbolic capital. Compared with a foreign language, participant’s
local dialect is of much less value in improving one’s competitiveness
or enhancing one’s symbolic capital. When given a chance to master a
sole language apart from Mandarin Chinese, as can be expected, most
citizens in Taiwan would choose English. And the adolescents are no
exception. In the focusing group interview, they acknowledged the
important value of Southern Min and viewed it as a cultural heritage.
But they were left with no choice but to study a foreign language that
they seldom used in their daily lives. None of the participants identified
with the importance of Southern Min as a social ladder to a higher
social status. The local dialect is regarded as a mere medium to
communicate with the elders in their families and a tool to exert few



=t SRR A/ DER SRR GRS R, 187

sociolinguistic functions in school community.

In the focusing group interview, it is found that the frequency of
CS from Mandarin Chinese to Southern Min has little to do with one’s
gender or family background. Neither has CS among adolescents been
affected by interpersonal relationships. The primary contextual factor
that contributes to CS from Mandarin Chinese to Southern Min consists
in one’s idiosyncratic speech pattern, regardless of his or her gender.
That is to say, CS may be referred to as a product of one’s idiolect, a
unique and distinctive way of using a language that belongs to an
individual. In the transcript, we found that many CS utterances
occurred in certain participant’s speeches rather than those among
others. The frequency of delivering a certain CS utterance is much
higher in some participants than that among others.

5. Concluding Remarks

The central research questions of this study are 1) the contextual
factors of code-switching and code-mixing in adolescents and, 2) the
sociolinguistic implications of adolescents’ code-switching. The
findings of the present study make several contributions to these
questions. First, this study shows that the major contextual factors that
play a part in adolescents’ CS in school community are slightly
different from those of previous findings. The factors or functions that
contribute to CS are: emphasis, interjection, fixed/formulaic
expressions, direct quotation, and accommodation. Second, with
relatively low frequency of CS, the contextual factors behind CS are
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fewer and simpler than those held by conventional perspectives. Third,
adolescents’ idiosyncratic way of speech can be the primary reason that
accounts for their CS in school context. It is a deliberate linguistic
strategy for few of the adolescents. Construction of social membership
might be the only socio-pragmatic concern for those who displayed CS
at school. In their homes, however, there is another story. Finally,
adolescents’ attitude towards CS between Mandarin Chinese and
Southern Min is ambivalent. The adolescents recognized the
importance of preserving their cultural heritage through the recognition
of their mother tongue on the one hand. But few of them can resist the
linguistic imperialism of English (Phillipson, 1992) and deny its
important role in the curriculum on the other.

There is an overwhelming trend across the world to view English
as a universal language, and a mastery of this foreign language is
believed to lay a solid foundation for the general competitiveness of a
nation and an enhancement of individual’s symbolic capital. Under
such tendency, Southern Min as well as other regional dialects (e.g.
Austronesian languages) on the island might be situated at a
disadvantaged position. As a matter of fact, the CS phenomenon among
adolescents demonstrates that the language users are bilingual and
hence their bilingual proficiency should be taken as a personal asset
(Makulloluwa, 2013). Switching from Chinese to Southern Min also
implies that the language users identify with the Southern Min culture
and even manage to seek solidarity among their peer groups. The
disappearance of CS resulting from a decline in language diversity is
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undoubtedly a great loss for any language community. Consequently,
the multilingual diversity or mastery of more than one linguistic code
need to be preserved with great endeavor lest it should decline or even
vanish among the young generation in the foreseeable future.

Aside from CS from Mandarin Chinese to Southern Min in their
oral utterances, adolescents’ language attitude towards any form of CS
might be equally worth investigation, due to the prevalence of online
communities and the rapid circulation of interpersonal information
which abound in several foreign linguistic codes like English and
Japanese. Therefore, a prospective direction for future research is to
explore the hybrid way of CS and its sociolinguistic functions. Another
direction worth further investigation will be the identity and solidarity
issues of CS or CM among younger language users, since a growing
number of these language learners are of South-eastern Asian descent.
With more diverse background in their mother tongue, the language
users’” CS or CM is bound to involve more complex linguistic or
political factors and deserve further attention as well.
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